
Yarning circle 

From ancient communication tool to classroom application 

The power of the circle  

• Promote student-student interactions 
• We can all see each other 
• There are no physical barriers 
• We are all accountable to each other 
• Creates safety, trust, honesty 

When a class has been in a circle routine, it can be a place for dealing with emotionally challenging 
issues. The Circle Time/Restorative Practices approach is aligned with Big Picture education and 
traditional Aboriginal Yarning Circles – they are all similar pedagogical tools. Philosophical inquiry 
also uses the circle as a site for communication. 

By calling them Yarning Circles, we are simply acknowledging that this learning tool has been used by 
Aboriginal people for thousands of years. 

 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/about/k-12-policies/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-
perspectives/resources/yarning-circles  

Some Indigenous stories – short films - https://www.desertpeamedia.com/short-films 

Check-in Check-out 

Set circle: explicitly remind of 
norms and culture. A new 
member can do this each time. 
Poster prompts can be around for 
students to use to ‘set circle’ 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/about/k-12-policies/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-perspectives/resources/yarning-circles
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/about/k-12-policies/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-perspectives/resources/yarning-circles
https://www.desertpeamedia.com/short-films


Yarning Circle lesson plan 

Reconciliation Week them – Grounded in truth, Walk together with courage 

Set circle Poster prompt – norms for the circle (class agreement or Philosophical Inquiry 
reminders of social process – listen to others, build on each others’ points etc) 
 
Why a circle? 
 
This is how Aboriginal people have conducted business and set up learning and 
teaching experiences for their children for many thousands of years. Similar in many 
cultures around the world. 
 
The power of the circle  

• Promote student-student interactions 
• We can all see each other 
• There are no physical barriers 
• We are all accountable to each other 
• Creates safety, trust, honesty 
• Sense of equality 

 
Check in Name 

A band/singer I am into at the moment is…. 
 

Focus question 
 
e.g. What does 
reconciliation mean to 
you? 
 
Or 
 
Stimulus material 

Today I want to share a video from a well-known Australian comedian. He is an 
Aboriginal man with descendants from Bundjalung country (Byron Bay area) and Kuku 
Yalanji country in Cape York. 
He is a professional dancer, poet, singer, actor and playwright. 
 
This year’s Reconciliation theme is “Grounded in truth, Walk together with courage” 
and this reminds us of how important it is to understand where others are coming from 
– see things from their perspective, understand their truth. This helps us connect to 
each other. 
 
In this video Stephen recites a poem about something that happens to him a lot – he 
gets questioned about whether he is really Aboriginal based on his appearance. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GW3dks0Eu5Q 
 

Share thoughts and ideas 
Go around circle, take 
turns 
 
Can send around a series 
of questions 

What do you think was his message? 
 
Why is he frustrated about people questioning his identity? 
 
What does he want people to understand about him? 
 
How do you describe your heritage and have you ever been questioned or challenged 
on this? 
 
Have you ever had someone else’s opinion forced on you even though you knew the 
real facts?  

Check out  
Something I’ve learned today is…… 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GW3dks0Eu5Q


 

 

 


